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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 



Applicant is reminded of tine proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be In narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

In the Abstract, lines 1-2, Applicant uses the word "invention" and "inventive", 
which is improper language for the Abstract. Correction is required. 



Claim Objections 



Claims 5-1 1 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from another multiple dependent or 
other multiple dependent claims. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim 5-1 1 
have not been further treated on the merits. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , lines 4 and 6-7, the term "more or less" is unclear and confusing 
language. Is Applicant trying to define it as - - substantially - -? On lines 5-6, "the 
surface" (2 instances) lacks antecedent basis. On lines 6-7, "the more or less horizontal 
portion" and "the more or less horizontal surface" lack antecedent basis. 

In claim 2, Applicant continues to use the "more or less" language which needs to 
be replaced or corrected. 

In claim 3, Applicant again uses the "more or less" language which needs to be 
replaced or corrected. 

Finally, Applicant should rid the claims of the "characterized in that" language 
which is not recommended claim language. 

The aforementioned problems render the claims vague and indefinite. 
Clarification and/or correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



Claims 1-4, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rowe (U.S. Patent No. 2,514,798). 
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Rowe teaches seat intended for an aircraft, comprising a sitting portion (1 3), a 
back (14) and two armrests (32), this seat being convertible into a bed, characterized in 
that it further comprises means for guidance of at least one armrest in a translatory 
movement in a more or less vertical direction, and in that the said armrest (314a-b) is 
movable between an Initial position in which it projects above the surface of the sitting 
portion (13) and a second retracted position in which it is more or less flush with the 
surface of the adjacent more or less horizontal portion of the seat or is below this more 
or less horizontal surface, characterized in that in its second retracted position, the 
armrest is more or less flush with the surface of the back (14) when the latter is in more 
or less horizontal position or is below this back surface, characterized in that in its 
second retracted position, the armrest is more or less flush with the surface of the sitting 
portion (13) or is below this sitting surface (see Figures 1-4), characterized in that the 
movement of the armrest (32) is independent of the movement of the back (14). 

Claims 1-3, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Park et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,170,786 B1). 

Park et al teach seat intended for an aircraft, comprising a sitting portion (20), a 
back (22) and two armrests (26), this seat being convertible into a bed, characterized in 
that it further comprises means for guidance of at least one armrest in a translatory 
movement in a more or less vertical direction, and in that the said armrest (26) is 
movable between an initial position in which it projects above the surface of the sitting 
portion (20) and a second retracted position in which it is more or less flush with the 
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surface of the adjacent more or less horizontal portion of the seat or is below this more 
or less horizontal surface, characterized in that in its second retracted position, the 
armrest is more or less flush with the surface of the back (22) when the latter is in more 
or less horizontal position or is below this back surface, characterized in that in its 
second retracted position, the armrest is more or less flush with the surface of the sitting 
portion (20) or is below this sitting surface (see Figures 2-3). 

Claims 1-3, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Park et al (EP 0 869 060 A1 ). 

Park et al teach seat intended for an aircraft, comprising a sitting portion (20), a 
back (22) and two armrests (26), this seat being convertible into a bed, characterized in 
that it further comprises means for guidance of at least one armrest in a translatory 
movement in a more or less vertical direction, and in that the said armrest (26) is 
movable between an initial position in which it projects above the surface of the sitting 
portion (20) and a second retracted position in which it is more or less flush with the 
surface of the adjacent more or less horizontal portion of the seat or is below this more 
or less horizontal surface, characterized in that in its second retracted position, the 
armrest is more or less flush with the surface of the back (22) when the latter is in more 
or less horizontal position or is below this back surface, characterized in that in its 
second retracted position, the armrest is more or less flush with the surface of the sitting 
portion (20) or is below this sitting surface (see Figures 2-3). 
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Claims 1-4, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dryburgh et al (GB 2 362 095 A). 

Dryburgh et al teach seat intended for an aircraft, comprising a sitting portion (312), a 
back (310) and two armrests (314a-b), this seat being convertible into a bed, 
characterized in that It further comprises means for guidance of at least one armrest in a 
translatory movement in a more or less vertical direction, and in that the said armrest 
(314a-b) is movable between an initial position in which it projects above the surface of 
the sitting portion (20) and a second retracted position in which it is more or less flush 
with the surface of the adjacent more or less horizontal portion of the seat or is below 
this more or less horizontal surface, characterized in that in its second retracted 
position, the armrest is more or less flush with the surface of the back (22) when the 
latter is in more or less horizontal position or is below this back surface, characterized in 
that in its second retracted position, the armrest is more or less flush with the surface of 
the sitting portion (20) or is below this sitting surface (see Figures 3A-3B), characterized 
in that the movement of the armrest (314a-b) is independent of the movement of the 
back (310). 

Claims 1-3, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ludeke et al (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0085597 Al). 

Ludeke et al teach seat intended for an aircraft, comprising a sitting portion, a 
back and two armrests (108), this seat being convertible into a bed, characterized in 
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that it further comprises means for guidance of at least one armrest in a translatory 
movement in a more or less vertical direction, and in that the said armrest (108) is 
movable between an initial position in which it projects above the surface of the sitting 
portion and a second retracted position in which it is more or less flush with the surface 
of the adjacent more or less horizontal portion of the seat or is below this more or less 
horizontal surface, characterized in that in its second retracted position, the 
armrest is more or less flush with the surface of the back when the latter is in more or 
less horizontal position or is below this back surface, characterized in that in its second 
retracted position, the armrest is more or less flush with the surface of the sitting portion 
or is below this sitting surface (see Figures 1-2). 

Claims 1-4, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Beroth et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,692,069 B2). 

Beroth et al teach seat intended for an aircraft, comprising a sitting portion, a 
back and two armrests (14 or 14a in the second embodiment), this seat being 
convertible into a bed, characterized in that it further comprises means for guidance of 
at least one armrest in a translatory movement in a more or less vertical direction, and 
in that the said armrest (14 or 14a) is movable between an initial position in which it 
projects above the surface of the sitting portion and a second retracted position in which 
it is more or less flush with the surface of the adjacent more or less horizontal portion of 
the seat or is below this more or less horizontal surface, characterized in that in its 
second retracted position, the armrest is more or less flush with the surface of the back 
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when the latter is in more or less horizontal position or is below this back surface, 
characterized in that in its second retracted position, the armrest is more or less flush 
with the surface of the sitting portion or is below this sitting surface (see Figures 1 , 4, 
and 10A-10B), characterized in that the movement of the armrest (14) is independent of 
the movement of the back (See Fig. 4). 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Matsumiya, Dryburgh et al, Park et al, Beroth, and Plant teach 
similar structures to the present invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney B. White whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-6670. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Rodney B. White/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
February 20, 2008 



